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Phillippi Estate Park | 5500 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota
Year established: 1987

Located on the shores of Phillippi Creek, Phillippi Estate Park is a scenic,
60-acre park that is the perfect setting for events and activities for the whole
family. The historic Edson Keith Mansion and the park grounds offer idyllic
surroundings for community and cultural events, as well as weddings and
private parties. Public events sponsored by Sarasota County or other
organizations are also held on the grounds throughout the year.

Edson Keith Mansion
Photo courtesy of State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory

In 1915, Edson and his wife Nettie arrived from Chicago, fell in love with the
picturesque property and decided to build their new home on the banks
of Phillippi Creek. Edson purchased the property after he retired from the
millinery business in Chicago.
In 1942, the property was sold to Mae Hansen Prodie, a Chicagoan who
owned the Mae Marie Doll Company, and was responsible for creating
accessories for Barbie dolls. Mae’s husband Charlie Prodie, a retired executive,
operated the Phillippi Plantation Inn and Restaurant, serving meals in the
living and dining rooms of the mansion.
In 1987, Sarasota County voters approved the purchase of the estate for
$5.2 million. The property is now listed in the National Register of Historic
Places and is a popular tourist destination for thousands of visitors every year.
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Nokomis Beach Park | 100 Casey Key Road, Nokomis
Year established: 1948

The park features an accessible, elevated boardwalk that extends
approximately 550 feet along the dune line. The boardwalk connects the
historic pavilion with a concession area, providing a great place to view the
beach and the Gulf of Mexico. A few current programs offered at Nokomis
Beach are Sunrise Beach Walks and Say ‘I Do’ Again. Skim contests were
popular in previous years. The Nokomis Beach Park boat ramp is located
on Blackburn Bay, which is designated an Outstanding Florida Water and is
within the Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program. In 15 minutes, boaters can
be through the Venice Inlet, and into the Gulf of Mexico.

1959 Nokomis Beach Postcard

Photo courtesy of State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory

Established as Sarasota County’s first publicly owned beach, it was
purchased as a part of a citizen-led effort for $5,200 and matched by
Sarasota County funds. In subsequent years, additional beach frontage was
procured and today a total of 25 acres comprise the park. The pavilion and
plaza were designed by Sarasota School of Architecture designer Jack West,
and represented a minimalist style associated with mid-century modern
aesthetic. In 2003, West was rehired to oversee the renovation of the plaza
and construction was completed in 2004. Nokomis Beach Park is an excellent
example of community action to protect a valuable resource and remains a
popular local beach.
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| 210 Winson Ave., Englewood

Year established: 1964

Indian Mound Park is home to rowing and sailing facilities, along with
weekly concerts at the pavilion. Previously, the cardboard boat races
occurred there. Indian Mound Park has a popular boat ramp launch and is
located on the Lemon Bay Aquatic Preserve, which is the smallest of the
five Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves. Designated as an aquatic preserve
in 1986, Lemon Bay is about 13 miles long with an average width of threefourths of a mile. Seven tributaries flow into the aquatic preserve, creating
a diverse network of mangroves, marsh grass and vast expanses of seagrass
meadows. More than 150 species of birds, 100 species of invertebrates
and 200 species of fish reside in the bay. Lemon Bay is perfect for fishing,
kayaking, birding and wading.
Lemon Bay Garden Club working at Indian Mound Park, Englewood, Oct. 7, 1970
Photo courtesy of State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory

Indian Mound Park is named for the large archaeological feature that is part
of the Paulsen Point site, which was occupied between 1,000 B.C. to 1,350 A.D.
This site was purchased from Beverly Paulsen in 1960 and initially
was referred to as Paulsen’s Point Park. In 1971, the name of the park
was changed to Indian Mound Park following numerous letters of
endorsement from clubs and organizations in the Englewood area. During
the construction of the Intracoastal Waterway in the early 1960s, spoil was
placed on the site to create the 10 acre park we know today. In 1973, the
Englewood Rotary Club built the large picnic shelter next to the mound.
Nature trails that meander through the mound were then constructed by
the Lemon Bay Garden Club.
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Pinecraft Park | 1420 Gilbert Ave., Sarasota
Year established: 1952

Platted in 1914 in former Manatee County, Pinecraft Park was developed
in 1952 and a park pavilion was constructed with community assistance.
Adjacent natural areas were procured years later to include a total area of
approximately 20 acres. The complete site is uniquely valuable to its nearby
community and serves as a meeting place for local and seasonal residents,
many of whom use the park throughout the day, playing shuffleboard,
horseshoes, bocce ball, basketball and volleyball. Visitors can also enjoy
kayak access to Phillippi Creek or relax at one of the many picnic pavilions
throughout the park.

Mural at Pinecraft Park was created by an unknown artist from Pennsylvania

The Pinecraft neighborhood of Sarasota is well known as a large Amish and
Mennonite community. The district was platted in 1926 by Earl and Mary
Craft and was centered at the intersection of Beneva Road and Bahia Vista
Street. Pinecraft rose out of the fertile farming opportunities the region
offered to grow celery. Families worked summers up north and spent
winters harvesting the leafy crop, eventually securing seasonal residences
and encouraging extended family members to visit. Today, the Pinecraft
community has year-round residents, but local populations still swell in
season as people journey to visit family and friends with many stopping by
the park for a game of shuffleboard, volleyball, or to enjoy a meal together.
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BMX at the Youth Athletic Complex | 2810 17th St., Sarasota
Year established: 1974

The Sarasota BMX track is the country’s oldest continuously running BMX
track, located at the Youth Athletic Complex. This 40-acre park serves as
one of Sarasota County’s most popular athletic complexes providing
opportunities for sports such as youth baseball, football, tennis, pickleball,
and BMX Supercross and Strider bike racing. The park also serves the
neighborhood with its playground and picnicking opportunities.

Courtesy of Sarasota Herald Tribune, July 26, 1975

For many years, the park has hosted countless state, regional and national
races. A cornerstone of Florida BMX racing, SRQ BMX (formally Sarasota
BMX Club) has worked with the former National Bicycle League, the current
Sunshine State Association and USA BMX.
The track hosted the Strider World Championships from 2011-2013, and
the Sarasota Track Team won the Florida Commissioner’s Cup six years in a
row. In 2016, the track underwent construction to become Sarasota BMX
Supercross and it now hosts UCI World Cup races.
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